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same direction each time that the Emperor was La need of
funds, until he attained entire independence. Nevertheless,
after he had done so he still continued the same policy of
always siding with the Emperor and against the French, so
that he came eventually to be Charles VJs mainstay in Italy;
while the accessions of territory which from time to time the
Emperor helped him to acquire, by increasing Cosimo Js power
increased also Charles's feeling of security as regards Italy.

In 1544 peace was for a time made between Fiancis and
Charles at Crepy. And in December 1545 the Council of the
Church which had been talked of for so many years at last
assembled at Trent. It, however, failed to possess the charac-
ter which had been intended, for instead of the two parties
in the dispute being present, only one of them was represented
at it, neither the Church of England nor the Protestant party
in Germany and France sending any representatives to it.
So that it became merely a Council of the Roman Church,
and as such lost all interest for Europe as a whole.

In 1546 the Strozzi brothers, who had never ceased to seek
vengeance against Cosimo for their father's death, made an
attack on him, with the assistance of Francesco Burlamacchi,
from Lucca; but the attempt failed. In 1547 the long tri-
angular duel, which had lasted for over a quarter of a century,
came to an end by the death in the early part of that year
of two of the antagonists, Henry VIII and Francis I,1G just
when Francis was preparing a fresh attack upon Charles.
This removal of his two rivals materially increased Charles
V's power, as all states in Italy soon felt, and in particular
the Pope. The attempt of the latter to introduce the In-
quisition (which he had established in Rome in 1542) into
Naples was defeated, Charles refusing to allow it. The Pope
was also endeavouring to get the Council of Trent removed
to some city in Italy, and intriguing for this purpose with the
French against Charles; but in this, as in all his undertakings,
he found a strong opponent in Cosimo, whose state of Tuscany
was rapidly becoming the strongest in Italy. At this time we